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PREAMBLE

We believe the strength of our county is in its people. We believe the input and participation of each
person are critical to maintaining government that represents and encourages individual initiative and

the free enterprise system which have given our nation an economic system second to none.

We believe that better government should guarantee to individuals equality before the law regardless of
race, creed, age, gender, national origin, or income level—that each person’s ability, dignity and

freedom, as well as responsibilities, must be recognized and honored.

We believe that government should promote the health, welfare, and safety of the individual and that
government’s proper function is to provide only those things which individuals cannot provide for

themselves.

None of the extraordinary things about our country are gifts of government. They are the

accomplishments of free people in a free society—they are achievements, not entitlements.

We believe that the way to a prosperous South Carolina is through limited government, limited taxes,

limited government spending and emphasis on individual freedom and personal responsibility.

Abraham Lincoln, our first Republican President, noted, “...government ought not to do for the people
those things that they can do for themselves.” While government may promote opportunities for all, the

Republican Party believes it is the individual who can best determine his or her own destiny.

Traditionally, America’s political parties have served to mediate competing interests. Unlike single issue
groups that exist to advance one particular perspective, parties are a forum for debate, an opportunity for
civic-minded individuals to consider differing views and to seek common ground. Political parties exist to

influence the direction of government.

We believe that diversity is important to any political party. To that end, the Horry County Republican
Party encourages differing views from its members with preference toward none and inclusion for all. All

members have the ultimate right to their own viewpoints.

With undiminished hope and a vision of opportunity for all, we offer to the people of Horry County the

following statement of our beliefs and goals.
EDUCATION

We support efforts to increag accountahility in our educatonal systemthrough standardizedteding for



students and merit-based pay for teackersand administrators. We also support effortsto reduce the
number of administrators and staff in the public school systemin order to move money from the

boardroom into the classrooms.
Disciplinary standards should be erforcedso that disruptive students arenot allowedin the classroom.

Paremal involvemern in educaton should be encouraged by allowing parensto choose the type of
schoolingN public, private, or homeN which bes mees the educational needs of their children We
support avoucher systemfor eachstudent errolledin the public school systemwhich parents canuseto
fund the school of their choice.

We support public funding for sex education, asopposed to sexual educaion and reproductive

counseling. These, like the choice of schools, are parertal regonsibilities

We ervision an educational systemthat will ensure that eachstudent of every race and ethnic background
hasthe opportunity to realze his or her highed potential, whether academic or vocaional. We find

unaccepalle the presert trend to eliminate academicsthrough GDutcome Based Educaion.O

We believe the primary authority and responsibility for educaing childrenresde with parertsN not
governmert. GovernmertOsolein public K through 12 educaion should be limitedto:

1. Funding.

2. Teacler education through acaedted collegesand universties

3. Teacter certificaion

4 Approving the acagemic knowledge criteria for grarting high school diplomas
We oppose contracts that prevent school districts from dismissing teacterswho fail to meetstandards of

the district and community.

We support alternative teacher cerifi cation for professionals who agree to teachtheir specific knowledge

and expertise in our public schools.

We support legslation that enableslocal school boards to adopt policiesand programsthat ersure a safe

ervironmert for students, staff, and parents which will maintain studert discipline and repect

We support availahility of state and federal fi nancial loars for all students who academically qualify to

attend public ard private collegesand universties We support admissions basedsolely on merit.

We encourage the pursuit of academic excellence, asopposedto political correctness, asthe primary goal



of our schools ard the school system.

Evaluation proceduresard salary structuresfor teacters should be desgnedto encourage excellert

teaclersand to mativate improvement in margnal ones

We recaynize that although the federal and state governmerts have increasngly spent large sumsof tax
dollarson the public education system,the reaulting educaion oftenleawesstudents unpreparedto join
the work force or evento atterd institutions of higherlearrning. National teg scoresarebeing revised
downwardN while grading scalesarebeing artificially kept high by lowering the standards for every
grade. Rememkering thatfor a democracy to work it must have educated citizers, we off er the following

recanmerdations:

1. All high school studerts should receive a high-quality comprehersive curriculum thatincludes

English, math, science, geography, history, music, art, home ecanomicsand computer instruction.

2. We ercourage the presertation of classical music concerts to erhance the studentOsducational

background.

3. Weurge our State Delegation and the Gereral Assembly to rewrite and pass economic legslation
thatwill reault in educaion receiving an appropriate shareof local taxes while providing proper
businessincertives We encourage appropriate changes to State funding formulasthat would insure a

fairer distribution of those funds.

4. In higher educaton, suffi ciernt resourcesshould be availade to assist low-income and minority

students. We want both opportunity and regonsibility promoted

5. The state must promote and strive to improve the quality and accessibility of educaion for adults

atevery level to minimize the problem of functional illiteracy

6. To broadenthe educational experience of our students, relieve teackersfrom non-teeching
requirements during the acagmic day and give students more individual attertion; we encourage
more volunteersm, such asmertor programs sernior citizentutors, parertal involvemen and business

partnerships within the public schools.
WELFARE

Welfare policy should be desgnedto provide a safety netfor families Unfortunately, for mary, welfare
hasbecaneaway of life. We support welfarereform measiresthat strive to assist welfarerecipiertsin

becaming productive citizers by requiring themto work and limiting the length of benrefits.



Welfare policy should encourage alifesyle of self-sufficiency and accauntahility, asopposedto

perpetuating alifesyle of dependence on governmert assistance.

It isthe regonsibility of parerts to support their children. We support expansion of collecton efforts of
delinquent child support, and we support legslation to dery state licersesard certifi catesto individuals

who fail to pay child support.
We endorse a Work First Program, which requireswelfarerecipiensto work to receive berefits.
Through sanctioning, welfare policy should encourage regonsible behavior.

We strongly believe pegple should be preparedto take fi nancial and social regponsibility for the
consequencesof relationships. Further, welfaregrans should be limited based on the size of the family at
the time of errollmert. Unmarried mothersunder age 18 should be requiredto live with a parert or
guardanand attend school to qualify for welfare. Attendance at school should be requiredfor all school-

ace children.

We support efforts to reduce the cost of welfareN emphasgzing awdits to idertify and eliminate fraud and

ahuse.
We oppose welfare support for illegal immigrarts.
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

Horry County needs common-serse, traditional Republicanecaiomic policies The time-teged wisdom of
our Party would sugged thatredraint of both spending and taxation, in combination with a stable and

balancedmonetary policy, is the bed prescription for our ecanomic health.
Specffically, we support those measiresthat

1. Would eliminate the mardatory level of taxesthat must be collectedon auomobiles
2. Would eliminate the salestax collected on unprepared food purchases

3. Would return excess moniescollecedto those who paid the taxesin the form of reducedtaxation,
rather than seeknew sperding programsdesgnedto use those exces monies
We support efforts to evaluate government programs and serviceson arecuring bassto ersure
efficiency and cost effectiveness. We support performance audits and zero-based budgeting asways to

make governmert more effective, effi cient, and accountable. We support protecton for individuals who,



in good faith, expose governmertal mafeasance. We agreethat some governmert agencieshave become
burdensomebureatcracieswhaose functions needto be turned over to state and local authority, trimmed
down, consolidatedwith other agerciesN completely eliminatedto control spending. We support the
privatizaion of those governmert servicesthat canbe providedby the private secior atless cost and with

greaer efficiercy.

We are opposedto all unfunded federal and state mardateswhich can cause severefinancial distress for

state and local governmerts.
ENVIRONMENT

The RepublicanParty hasa proud history of concern for the ervironmert. From Teddy RooseveltOs
egablishmert of the national park systemto Richard NixonOsreation of the Environmertal Pratecion
Agency, Republicars have recaynizedthe ervironmert asaninvalualde part of our heritage. It isa
weighty regponsibility, demarding the conservation, preservation and regonsible allocaion of our natural

respurces

We believe Horry County hasbeenblessed with natural resources We support those measiresdesgned
to protectthat heritage; a reponsible and effecive storm water maragement programand sound plaming

of ecanomic growth that addressesenvironmental protection.

Treesareone of AmericaOsenewable resourcesN they provide fresh oxygen We support plarting treesN
every acte should be correctly managed\ not aday of sunshine should go by without the growth of

millions of trees We must not continue to wage and negect

We support the preservation and protection of historica and arthropological sitesto maintain the history

of manand his pag in our county.

We believe in arnd encourage the continued growth of Horry County. We support those fiscally
regponsible measuresdesgnedto improve our transportation, water, sewer, and telecanmunications
infragtructure. We believe that continued growth canand must balancethe need of the resderts of Horry

County while, at the sametime, addressing concerns of the ervironmert.
ROLE OF GOVERNMENT

We believe governmert should be the court of lag resortN not the first. We believe thereisa
constructive, but limited, role for governmert in addressing the public and private challengesfacing the
citizers of Horry County. Governmert should not compete with the private sector in those areaswhere

the private sector is competert and alde to perform.



We also believe there are areaswhere government must take the leadand provide necesary service and
funding. Two examplesinclude beachrenourishment and a statewide road program, both of which are
necesary to support the economy of a coadal county suchasHorry. We urge support for programsthat

build infragructure necessary to serve the citizers of Horry and Sauth Cardina.

It isour firm belief that government closed to the pegple goverrns bed and recanmend that a minimum of
redrictions be placedon local governmert. This should reault in a better quality, more courteaus, and

expedtious servicefrom all governmert departmerts.

We support total OgenOgovernment. We support the recading of individual votesby all governing

bodies We do not support the use of Owice votegasa stardard operaing procedure.
HEALTH-CARE

Health careis a personal issue and individuals make better decisions about their health thanthe

goverrmert.

We believe in the sarctity of life and areparticularly opposedto a specifi c abortion procedure conducted

in the lag six months of pregnancy known asa Ortial birth abortion.O
We support tax exempt med cal savings accaints.

We are opposedto efforts to curtail seriorsCacces to Gee for serviceCoptions while served under

Medicare.

We believe AIDS and HIV should be treatd asany other contagous disea® thatis dangerous to the

publicOeath ard not asa civil rightsissue.
CRIME

Two rea®ns the Constitution of the United Stateswasordained and egahlished were Ob egablish justice
and insure domegic tranquillity....OTherefae, all Americancitizers have a fundamental right to safe

strees and communities The secuing of thisright is a primary function and obligation of government.
We support:

1. Continuedemphads on the QVar on DrugsOwith quick, stiff ard laging sentercesfor drug
deakrs

2. Swift and appropriate sertencesfor those found guilty of acrime



3. A judicial systemthat protects the rights of victims over the rights of criminals.
4. The death peralty for the most heinous crimes and alimit to appeals for those on death row.
5. Life sentenceswithout parde for hahkitual criminals.

6. Stiff and mardatory peraltiesfor both adults and juverileswho use lethal weapnsin the
committing of acrime.

7. Adequate funding for prisons to ersure that criminals serve their full sentences
8. Returning prisons to the status of a prison and requiring criminals to work for their keep.

ETHICS

Governmert of, by and for the pegple requiresongoing attertion to improving the democraic process.
Most fundamertally, a need exists to insure that the individual citizerN rather than special interegsN

remains the focus of our political proces.

We believe our public servarts, particularly those whom we elect to office, must be held accountabe to
the higheg standards of ethical conduct.

Olfamancamot be trusted with the governmert of himself, canhe be trusted with the governmert of
others?O asked ThomasJefferson.

Extraardinary steps are neededto rehuild trust in our leadersand our political system. The credbility of
our leackersisthe credbility of our Nation and is vital to our national well being. Our secuar loyalty
should be to the citizers asa whole and to our Constitutions, States and Nation. Loyalty to adiscredted

leacerNl or to one who is not the beg choice availabeN is not avirtue.

We expectour elected offi cials to make appointmerts within their jurisdiction on the bads of talent and
ahility. We do not erdorse cronyism thatreaults in unqualified or special interes individuals being
namedto governmert positions, commissions or committees Judicial appointments must uniquely be

qualified

We believe candidatesand public offi cials should be held to the highed standard of personal and public

reputation, personal conduct and competence.
PROTECTING OUR FLAG

We recaynize that defacing or degroying our nationOglagis aninsult to the brave menand womenwho

have fought and diedfor this country; thatour flagis a symbol of Americanunity and freedom; and that



freedom of speech should not be construedto protect every imagnahle activity. We support a

constitutional amerdmert that would pemmit criminalizing the desearation of our nationOdlag.
PARTY AFFILIATION

(This section removed by Executive Committee February 5, 2007 and placed in Horry County
Republican Party Bylaws as part of Section I)

Respectfully submitted by the Horry County Republican Party Platform Committee

Mark S. Kelley, Chairman
Sauth Carolina State Represertative, District 107

Members
Pad S. Grimm John Kost Ralph D. Parerino Adam J. Parress
Bill Prince Harold L. Suggs Rardal Wallace Joam G. Wiegand



