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PREAMBLE 

 

We believe the strength of our county is in its people. We believe the input and participation of each 

person are critical to maintaining government that represents and encourages individual initiative and 

the free enterprise system which have given our nation an economic system second to none.  

 
We believe that better government should guarantee to individuals equality before the law regardless of 

race, creed, age, gender, national origin, or income level—that each person’s ability, dignity and 

freedom, as well as responsibilities, must be recognized and honored.  

 
We believe that government should promote the health, welfare, and safety of the individual and that 

government’s proper function is to provide only those things which individuals cannot provide for 

themselves.  

 
None of the extraordinary things about our country are gifts of government. They are the 

accomplishments of free people in a free society—they are achievements, not entitlements. 

 
We believe that the way to a prosperous South Carolina is through limited government, limited taxes, 

limited government spending and emphasis on individual freedom and personal responsibility.  

 
Abraham Lincoln, our first Republican President, noted, “…government ought not to do for the people 

those things that they can do for themselves.” While government may promote opportunities for all, the 

Republican Party believes it is the individual who can best determine his or her own destiny.  

 
Traditionally, America’s political parties have served to mediate competing interests. Unlike single issue 

groups that exist to advance one particular perspective, parties are a forum for debate, an opportunity for 

civic-minded individuals to consider differing views and to seek common ground. Political parties exist to 

influence the direction of government. 

 
We believe that diversity is important to any political party. To that end, the Horry County Republican 

Party encourages differing views from its members with preference toward none and inclusion for all.  All 

members have the ultimate right to their own viewpoints. 

 
With undiminished hope and a vision of opportunity for all, we offer to the people of Horry County the 

following statement of our beliefs and goals. 

 
EDUCATION 

 
We support efforts to increase accountability in our educational system through standardized testing for 
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students and merit-based pay for teachers and administrators. We also support efforts to reduce the 

number of administrators and staff in the public school system in order to move money from the 

boardroom into the classrooms.  

 
Disciplinary standards should be enforced so that disruptive students are not allowed in the classroom. 

 
Parental involvement in education should be encouraged by allowing parents to choose the type of 

schoolingÑ public, private, or homeÑ which best meets the educational needs of their children.  We 

support a voucher system for each student enrolled in the public school system which parents can use to 

fund the school of their choice. 

 
We support public funding for sex education, as opposed to sexual education and reproductive 

counseling.  These, like the choice of schools, are parental responsibilities. 

 
We envision an educational system that will ensure that each student of every race and ethnic background 

has the opportunity to realize his or her highest potential, whether academic or vocational.  We find 

unacceptable the present trend to eliminate academics through ÒOutcome Based Education.Ó 

 
We believe the primary authority and responsibility for educating children reside with parentsÑ not 

government. GovernmentÕs role in public K through 12 education should be limited to: 

 
 1.  Funding. 
 
 2. Teacher education through accredited colleges and universities.  
 
 3. Teacher certifi cation 
 
 4  Approving the academic knowledge criteria for granting high school diplomas.  
 
We oppose contracts that prevent school districts from dismissing teachers who fail to meet standards of 

the district and community.  

 
We support alternative teacher certifi cation for professionals who agree to teach their specifi c knowledge 

and expertise in our public schools.  

 
We support legislation that enables local school boards to adopt policies and programs that ensure a safe 

environment for students, staff, and parents which will maintain student discipline and respect.  

 
We support availability of state and federal financial loans for all students who academically qualify to 

attend public and private colleges and universities. We support admissions based solely on merit. 

 
We encourage the pursuit of academic excellence, as opposed to political correctness, as the primary goal 
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of our schools and the school system.  

 
Evaluation procedures and salary structures for teachers should be designed to encourage excellent 

teachers and to motivate improvement in marginal ones. 

 
We recognize that although the federal and state governments have increasingly spent large sums of tax 

dollars on the public education system, the resulting education often leaves students unprepared to join 

the work force or even to attend institutions of higher learning. National test scores are being revised 

downwardÑ while grading scales are being artifi cially kept high by lowering the standards for every 

grade. Remembering that for a democracy to work it must have educated citizens, we off er the following 

recommendations: 

 
1.  All high school students should receive a high-quality comprehensive curriculum that includes 

English, math, science, geography, history, music, art, home economics and computer instruction.   

 
2.  We encourage the presentation of classical music concerts to enhance the studentÕs educational 

background. 

 
3.  We urge our State Delegation and the General Assembly to rewrite and pass economic legislation 

that will result in education receiving an appropriate share of local taxes while providing proper 

business incentives.  We encourage appropriate changes to State funding formulas that would insure a 

fairer distribution of those funds. 

 
4.  In higher education, suffi cient resources should be available to assist low-income and minority 

students. We want both opportunity and responsibility promoted.  

 
5.  The state must promote and strive to improve the quality and accessibility of education for adults 

at every level to minimize the problem of functional illiteracy. 

 
6.  To broaden the educational experience of our students, relieve teachers from non-teaching 

requirements during the academic day and give students more individual attention; we encourage 

more volunteerism, such as mentor programs, senior citizen tutors, parental involvement and business 

partnerships within the public schools. 

 
WELFARE 

 
Welfare policy should be designed to provide a safety net for families. Unfortunately, for many, welfare 

has become a way of life. We support welfare reform measures that strive to assist welfare recipients in 

becoming productive citizens by requiring them to work and limiting the length of benefits.  
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Welfare policy should encourage a lifestyle of self-suff iciency and accountability, as opposed to 

perpetuating a lifestyle of dependence on government assistance. 

 

It is the responsibility of parents to support their children. We support expansion of collection efforts of 

delinquent child support, and we support legislation to deny state licenses and certifi cates to individuals 

who fail to pay child support.  

 
We endorse a Work First Program, which requires welfare recipients to work to receive benefits.  

 
Through sanctioning, welfare policy should encourage responsible behavior. 

 
We strongly believe people should be prepared to take financial and social responsibility for the 

consequences of relationships. Further, welfare grants should be limited based on the size of the family at 

the time of enrollment. Unmarried mothers under age 18 should be required to live with a parent or 

guardian and attend school to qualify for welfare. Attendance at school should be required for all school-

age children.  

 
We support efforts to reduce the cost of welfareÑ emphasizing audits to identify and eliminate fraud and 

abuse. 

 
We oppose welfare support for illegal immigrants. 

 
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 
Horry County needs common-sense, traditional Republican economic policies. The time-tested wisdom of 

our Party would suggest that restraint of both spending and taxation, in combination with a stable and 

balanced monetary policy, is the best prescription for our economic health. 

 
Specifi cally, we support those measures that: 

 
1.  Would eliminate the mandatory level of taxes that must be collected on automobiles. 
 
2.  Would eliminate the sales tax collected on unprepared food purchases. 
 
3.  Would return excess monies collected to those who paid the taxes in the form of reduced taxation, 
rather than seek new spending programs designed to use those excess monies. 

 
We support efforts to evaluate government programs and services on a recurring basis to ensure 

efficiency and cost effectiveness. We support performance audits and zero-based budgeting as ways to 

make government more effective, effi cient, and accountable. We support protection for individuals who, 
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in good faith, expose governmental malfeasance. We agree that some government agencies have become 

burdensome bureaucracies whose functions need to be turned over to state and local authority, trimmed 

down, consolidated with other agenciesÑ completely eliminated to control spending. We support the 

privatization of those government services that can be provided by the private sector at less cost and with 

greater effi ciency.  

 
We are opposed to all unfunded federal and state mandates which can cause severe financial distress for 

state and local governments. 

 
ENVIRONMENT 

 
 The Republican Party has a proud history of concern for the environment. From Teddy RooseveltÕs 

establishment of the national park system to Richard NixonÕs creation of the Environmental Protection 

Agency, Republicans have recognized the environment as an invaluable part of our heritage. It is a 

weighty responsibility, demanding the conservation, preservation and responsible allocation of our natural 

resources. 

 
We believe Horry County has been blessed with natural resources. We support those measures designed 

to protect that heritage; a responsible and effective storm water management program and sound planning 

of economic growth that addresses environmental protection. 

 
Trees are one of AmericaÕs renewable resourcesÑ they provide fresh oxygen. We support planting treesÑ

every acre should be correctly managedÑ not a day of sunshine should go by without the growth of 

millions of trees.  We must not continue to waste and neglect! 

 
We support the preservation and protection of historical and anthropological sites to maintain the history 

of man and his past in our county. 

 
We believe in and encourage the continued growth of Horry County. We support those fi scally 

responsible measures designed to improve our transportation, water, sewer, and telecommunications 

infrastructure. We believe that continued growth can and must balance the needs of the residents of Horry 

County while, at the same time, addressing concerns of the environment. 

 
ROLE OF GOVERNMENT 

 
We believe government should be the court of last resortÑ not the fi rst. We believe there is a 

constructive, but limited, role for government in addressing the public and private challenges facing the 

citizens of Horry County. Government should not compete with the private sector in those areas where 

the private sector is competent and able to perform. 
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We also believe there are areas where government must take the lead and provide necessary service and 

funding.  Two examples include beach renourishment and a statewide road program, both of which are 

necessary to support the economy of a coastal county such as Horry.  We urge support for programs that 

build infrastructure necessary to serve the citizens of Horry and South Carolina. 

 
It is our fi rm belief that government closest to the people governs best and recommend that a minimum of 

restrictions be placed on local government.  This should result in a better quality, more courteous, and 

expeditious service from all government departments. 

 
We support total ÒopenÓ government.  We support the recording of individual votes by all governing 

bodies.  We do not support the use of Òvoice votesÓ as a standard operating procedure. 

 
HEALTH-CARE 

 
Health care is a personal issue and individuals make better decisions about their health than the 

government. 

 
We believe in the sanctity of life and are particularly  opposed to a specifi c abortion procedure conducted 

in the last six months of pregnancy known as a Òpartial birth abortion.Ó 

 
We support tax exempt medical savings accounts. 

 
We are opposed to efforts to curtail seniorsÕ access to Òfee for serviceÓ options while served under 

Medicare. 

 
We believe AIDS and HIV should be treated as any other contagious disease that is dangerous to the 

publicÕs health and not as a civil rights issue. 

 
CRIME 

 
Two reasons the Constitution of the United States was ordained and established were Òto establish justice 

and insure domestic tranquillity....Ó Therefore, all American citizens have a fundamental right to safe 

streets and communities. The securing of this right is a primary function and obligation of government. 

 
We support: 

 
 1.  Continued emphasis on the ÒWar on DrugsÓ with quick, stiff and lasting sentences for drug 

dealers. 
 
2.  Swift and appropriate sentences for those found guil ty of a crime. 
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3.  A judicial system that protects the rights of victims over the rights of criminals. 
 
4.  The death penalty for the most heinous crimes, and a limit to appeals for those on death row. 
 
5.  Life sentences without parole for habitual criminals. 
 
6.  Stiff and mandatory penalties for both adults and juveniles who use lethal weapons in the 
committing of a crime. 
 
7.  Adequate funding for prisons to ensure that criminals serve their full sentences. 
 
8.  Returning prisons to the status of a prison and requiring criminals to work for their keep. 

 
ETHICS 

 
Government of, by and for the people requires ongoing attention to improving the democratic process. 

Most fundamentally, a need exists to insure that the individual citizenÑ rather than special interestsÑ

remains the focus of our political process. 

 
We believe our public servants, particularly those whom we elect to offi ce, must be held accountable to 

the highest standards of ethical conduct.  

 
ÒIf a man cannot be trusted with the government of himself, can he be trusted with the government of 

others?Ó  asked Thomas Jefferson. 

 
Extraordinary steps are needed to rebuild trust in our leaders and our political system. The credibility of 

our leaders is the credibility of our Nation and is vital to our national well being. Our secular loyalty 

should be to the citizens as a whole and to our Constitutions, States, and Nation. Loyalty to a discredited 

leaderÑ or to one who is not the best choice availableÑ is not a virtue. 

 
We expect our elected offi cials to make appointments within their jurisdiction on the basis of talent and 

ability.  We do not endorse cronyism that results in unqualifi ed or special interest individuals being 

named to government positions, commissions or committees.  Judicial appointments must uniquely be 

qualifi ed. 

 
We believe candidates and public offi cials should be held to the highest standard of personal and public 

reputation, personal conduct and competence. 

 
PROTECTING OUR FLAG 

 
We recognize that defacing or destroying our nationÕs flag is an insult to the brave men and women who 

have fought and died for this country; that our flag is a symbol of American unity and freedom; and that 
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freedom of speech should not be construed to protect every imaginable activity. We support a 

constitutional amendment that would permit criminalizing the desecration of our nationÕs flag. 

 
PARTY AFFILIATION 

 
(This section removed by Executive Committee February 5, 2007 and placed in Horry County 
Republican Party Bylaws as part of Section I) 
 
Respectfully submitted by the Horry County Republican Party Platform Committee 
 
 
 
Mark S. Kelley, Chairman 
South Carolina State Representative, District 107 
 
 
Members: 
 
 Paul S. Grimm John Kost Ralph D. Panzrino Adam J. Parness 
 Bill Prince Harold L. Suggs Randal Wallace Joann G. Wiegand 

 


